15 
To 


« F y d<,- + 1 ” = N 
* % ; p Ll 'F bat —— — wy 41 -4u — &f \ 
— * * — * "I — 9 5 2 PR . 2 k 


Ll F „ 6. 4 4 
* 5 — 7 
* £2. „ 
4 7 8 9 9 
by 1 „ 


"THE "REI 


ww. 
o of F 
I'S l 


ARKAVLY 


—_— 4 


=—_ ; 15 fs =. mT 7 i 2 


IGHWAYMA? tant N a0 


0 1 * , 2 i X44 
1$SIT , | 
ROPE e clit to 252mabur lev 
e e Ws ws Exrcorty t ö 
1. - 4 
1 ' PLS S 


Sdn Conn, near King fon upon M a Thule, & | 
nia F 1756, for An 20 


"= 17188 Nai e 


+ 8 


* 
4 + 20 


07 ALL THE 


Þ | = | g 2 A m3 uy 
tices e Be has within a.few Years, Committed in Londen, and in the 
| Country, amounting to One, Hundred and Six-in Number, although ewes 
— Ago'when he fulfered./" A 2417 


113 2d \ 216159 
| Written by Hams x, whilſt under Sentence of Death in the Gaol at 
And delivered to Mr. Joun: HAMMETT; Keeper of the County Gaol of 8 N 


Tur with his Su rous ReriecTIONs on a FUTURE STATE; and 
; Won e One from a MzTHopreT e Sc. 


— | "3 '4 | 222 * 
„ N 12 o. 22 : i 4 # WW. 2 e- 
ay Jo away -: "And to "this Paren is: . „ οn⁰,. 12 


gs 
The . Won ps of JOHN LAUDER, 


Ea 
Who was Execored at Pemneddes-Heeth, near Maidfone, in the County of Kent, on 
| day, the rõth of Auguſt, 1756, for the Murder of William A eke 
E loc 1-03 D 01 — 


5 | L ON PD 0 IR. I. ede 


* 
dl vas 


Pricced for R. Davis, — of Sackville-Street, Piccadilly ; and M. Coors, 
2 in Paternoſter- Row [ Price Six-pence. ] 


£3 


1 


* * * * ph 2 r „ 
bs.” Laid x La r 3 
* * £L x” 1 CE" n 9 
; =, _ 


„ 


NARRATIVEHIof the L1PE and TRAN 


* nr 
9 La ' ; 


10011194 1 
AGENUINE 


i N 
4 hs 


Py , 3 — 
r 


—— 
pf 


SACTI- 


ons f FAMES, SMITH, &. 
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the ſeſlion of Oyer and Terminer, 
N general gaol - delivery for che 
a county of Surfy, held at Kingſtdn- 
upon-Thames, in and for the ſaid county, 
on Thurſday the.19th day of Avgult,' 1756, 
ſix men were capitally convicted, and re- 
ceived judgment of death, viz. Andrew 
Ridge, for privately ſtealing; Michael Da- 
vis Moſes Joſeph, (both f ws) and Wm. 
Jones für felony and-burglary; and James 
Smith and Thomas Dalton, otherwiſe Plum, 
for a robbery on the king's highway : of 
theſe ſix malefactors, five were reprieved, 
and I James Smith only ordered for execu- 


* 
” 


tion, on Surbiton- common near Kipgſtop. | 
fMauking - well! At 14 years of 2 


Dalton and. I were indicted for 
Mariana Bromfield on the highway, putting 
her in fear of her life, forcibly and againit 
her will taking from her a ſilk purſe, and 
fix) ſhillings in filver, &c. and on this in- 
dictment we were by our country found 
guilty. I have ſeen a copy of one of the 
trials, but that is ſo incorrectly and ſcanda- 
louſly. printed, that I ſnall not trouble my · 
ſelf about; it; for my deſign is, in the fol- 
lowing pages, to give a true narrative of 
what doncerns myſelf, &c. n 

I, JaMEs SMITH, the ſon of a freeholder 
at Abingdon, Berks, am near 22 years of 
age; I was born in the city of Oxford, had 
a very good education beſtowed upon me, 
and in all reſpects brought up like a gen- 
tleman: my father, when J was at a pro- 
per age, was willing that I ſhould go to a 
trade, for he uſed to tell me, if I had two 
thouſand pounds a year I ſhould ſpend it, 
and then ſtarve; becauſe I was ſo wild, 


and. 


old; ſo y 


it — as moſt ſchobl- boys 
for Iam certain I ſpent four ſhillings every 
week when I was no more, than nine years 
may cally; imagine what ex- 
pence my parents were at, for I was then 
at a grammar-{chool, which was likewiſe a 
boarding-ſchool, and here I remained till I 
was upwards of 13 years of age; tho bey 


and 15 too much money upon 1 
; 


fore I was 11 years old my father allowed 


me 38. 6 d. a week for pocket: money; fo 
that my father, finding I ſpent my money 
at ſuch a rate, determined that I ſhould go 
to a trade; for he ſaid that I might ſpend a 
fortune, but I could not ſpend a-trade very 
F was put an ap- 
prentice to a very genteel trade; my maſter 
was a freeman of the city of London, and 
uſed me more like his own child than an 
apprentice. Before I had ferved one year of 
my time,” my father allowed me 10's. every 
week for pocket-money, which was the ruin 
of me; belide this, I had two ſhillings or 
half a crown a week from my maſter: I 
had ſaved up 51. 145. and then, unhappily 
for me, I began to think of viſiting the la- 
dies of the town; and in the ſecond year 
of my apprenticeſhip, in 1751, on a lord's 
day in the evening, I took a coach with a 
a young gentleman, a rake of the town, 
and ordered the coachman to drive us, to the 
Dorſetſhire beer-houſe in the-Strand, where 
we had a halt crown bowl of punch, which 
we drank, and then withdrew to a certain 
bagnio under the piazzas in Covent-garden, 
where each had a young lady for the whole 
night; when I aroſe in the morning I found 
I had not a ſingle ſhilling left out of all my 


money 


65 


U 


obſerved, Was 51. 145: but, notwithſtand- 
ing this, my lady was ſo. generous as to 
treat me with a diſh of chocolate for break · 
faſt, and, in return for her civility, I pro- 
miſed to take her out in a chaiſe the Sunday 
tnorning following, and was as good as my 
word, * myſelf too much addicted to 
pleaſure, and gadding abroad with idle and 
rakiſh company. =. Lvl 
I took her.to Windſor: foreſt, , where we 
regaled all day, lay there that night, and 
returned. to London next day about noon ; 
I could not be contented with, this lady, for 
I ſoon fix d my affections on another mils, 
who I thought far more handſom and deli; 
cate, and thus I ſpent my father's money in 
a moſt extravagant and ſcandalous manner. 
1 had ſo ſincere a reſpect for, this young we · 
an, that ſhe; never aſked me any favours 
Out they were readily granted: I took gen: 
tee] 8 for her, and we cohabited to- 
gether upwards of twenty months ; and in 
April, 1752, about a month after I had 
taken ec for my lady, my aunt 
died, and left me 300 pounds, which I 
was not to receive till Las 21 years of age; 
but being recommended to à perſon who 
lends money on high intereſt, he advanced 
me 50 J. immediately; Ithen took my la- 
dy to a mercer's ſhop, and bought her three 
new gowns,.,and.ſhe appeared yery grand, 
having a footman and maid-feryant to at- 
tend her; but Iwas ſeldom more than three 
nights in the week with her, beſide all day 
on Sunday, and then we generally. went out 
in a chaiſe, with the footman to attend us: 
the g0 1, that was taken up laſted us only a 
fortnight, but I drew for 100 I. more, and 
then had but 100 1. coming to me, for all 
the reſt was ſunk in intereſt; and Ido aſſure 
you that this money was all ſquandered 
away in Jeſs than ſix months. Ohl may 
unwary and delnded young men, who de- 
light in the company of harlots, read this 
account with attention, and conſider that 
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money that I carried out, which, as I before 
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ſtruction and Perdition: far a8, an antient 
motto has it, N (4 Kol 38 gellgd ti Air 
Learn to be wiſe from others 


And you {hall do full well. 
My money being all gone, I. was in a, ter- 
rible dilemma, mod ] muſt take to ſup- 
port my lady - hird in her gramdeur; and, 
after ruminating a long time, I to to the 
fatal reſolution of turning gollector on the 
king's highway without haying licence for 
ſo doing, not conſidering theo Ce 
of this raſh and hazardous attempt: how-- 
ever, I was determined I would, ſooner looſe 
my life than leaye my darling. 
Having hired a horſe, on the ſec 
Sunday in May, 1752, I ſet out for Finch- 
ley- common, with two. piſtols. and a long 
0 20 W act ſt· chaiſes, and a 
one - horſe chair, and r the paſſengers 
(to the beſt of my recollection) & — — 
three guineas, one gold and a ſilver watel 
one gold and one diamond ring, and a gold 
ſnufftbox : I told the laſt company that 1 
ave the meeting to, that I only, robb'd on 
COS for I thought the better day the 
better deed: I: then returned to London di- 
rectly, put up my horſe, and went to viſit 
my madam, who rallied me pretty ſoundly, 
and charged me wich keeping company with 
other women. 1 excus'd mylelt, ; by forging 
an idle ſtory, ,and told her I had, been to a 
friend to borrow twenty pounds, and. ſhew- 
ing her the gaſh, he gave me a ſyren'n 
ſmile, and every, thing appear'd ſerene and 
calm: that night I tarried with my fair one, 
and took my leave the next day, without 
ever reflecting on what I had done, with a 
promiſe to meet her the next evening, which. 
1 did not fail to (o. 
After ſupper ſhe told me, with a whinin 
and deceitful air, natural to thoſe ſort of 
creatures, that I mult oblige her with 20 
guineas in a few days, and then I, ſhould 
baye her heart for ever. I mutt confeſs that 
this demand a little chagrin'd me, but yet I 
i was 
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wiflint3oftiply with it, and promiſed to 
— nn ed] to ſupply her 
with the caſh ; at which ſhe ſcem'd mighty 
well pleaſed, and complimented me (in her 
ſtile) with being a gentleman poſſeſſed of a 


Iss Krlible there wis no other way of 
procuring chis money than borrowing a 


purſe on the road ; and next morning, hav- 


ing provided myſelf with a horſe, I deter- 
mined Blackheath ſhould” be the ſcene of 
action for that day. I had not been long 
in waiting before a coach and four, with 4 
ſervant behind, well mounted, ented ĩt - 
ſelf; I was determined to attack it, tho" at 
the hazzärd of my life, and accordingly 
rode up and gave the word to deliver; in 
the coach was three laclies and three young 
gentlemen, who gave me their purſes with - 
out any heſitation, and I found the contents 
73 gvineas in gold, 468. in ſilver; I de- 
manyded the gentlemens watches, which they 
readily delivered, one of which was gold, 
and the others ſilver, and of the ladies I had 
two diamond rings, beſides their money. I 
then rode away with the greateſt expedition, 
but before I got off the heath I heard ſome 
Rorſemen coming along as faſt as they cou'd 
drive; and turning round I perceived three 
footinen, wh a great — country- 
men, who I juſtly apprehended were in pur- 
fair after ins 1 Hen ſet ſpurs and whip to 
my nag, and ſtruck directly thro Green- 
wich,” and between Greenwich and Deptford 
J leap'd over a hedge into a field, at the 
end of which was an old barn, where I diſ- 
mounted, and made my horſe faſt, and 
then came up to the hedge again, and laid 
myſelf down at the bottom of it; and in a 
ſnort time came by my purſuers, who, by 
tnis time, were ten or twelve horſemen; but 
they were ſo hot in their purſuit, that they 
rode by me, faying, D— mn him, he 
could take no other road but this. 

In this place I lay perdieu for near two 
hours, when, very luckily for me, I per- 


for London. 


f4) | 
ecived a returned poſt-chaiſe goings for Log? 


don, and before it came up, T got my nag 
dut of the field into the road, and when the 
poſt-boy came up, I pretended to be taken 
fo ill chat 1 could not ride my horſe, and 
defired the boy would put halter upon him, 


make him faft behind the chaiſe, and put 


the ſaddle and bridle into it, which he did; 
I having firſt got into it, and then he drove 
When we came to Kent: ſtreet end, 1 

out of the chaiſe, gave the driver half a 


crown, mounted my horſe, and made for 


St. George's fields, and ſo over Weſtmin- 
ſter· bridge, at which place I put up my 
horſe, and then went directly to my ſpouſe, 
who received me with complaiſance, but 
not till I told her that I had been with my 
uncle, and had borrowed fifty guineas 
him, greateſt part of which fhodld be at 
her ſervice, as I had no other view in the 
world but making her eaſy and happy. 
This evening we both took an airing in a 
chaiſe as far as iv Flask at Hampſtead, and 
returned to town the next day; and the Fri- 
day following I went to Smithfield- market, 
and bought a fine gelding, which coft me 
15 guineas, and I kept it at a livery-ſtable, 
for which I paid eight ſhillings weekly. 
This was in the month of May, 1753, 
in the ſeventeenth year of my age; but the 
firſt robbery T did was in my ſixteenth year, 
in 1752, and then I robbed a Chariot on 
Hounſlow-Heath, and took from the gen- 
tleman and lady three guineas, 3 8. 6 d. in 
filver, and a filver watch. This was when 
I wept company with the former lady ; but 
as ſoon as I left her, I took up with the 
latter, and proceeded as you ſee in the fore- 
going lines, The next robbery I commit- 
ted was oh Cambridge-Heath, on a fingle 
tleman, of whom I took 8 J. 17s. and 
a ſilver watch, and rode gently off; this 
was in July 1753, after the Doe the A 
affair, with my own gelding; and the nex 
robbery I committed was m Auguſt 1753, 
on 
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on Hounſlow- Heath, in Belfond Road from 
London, where I robbed two ſingle-horſe 
chaiſes, and a four-wheel chaiſe, one after 
another, and took in the whole 6 guineas 
in gold and 34 8. in ſilver, two ſilver watches 
and a gold ring. I then retired to April 
1754, and rode to Maidenhead-Thicket, 
where I robbed a coach and fix with two 
footmen behind, and took from the two 
gentlemen and two ladies 91 guineas in gold 
and 3 8. in ſilver, and a gold watch, but 
2 8. I gave to the coachman, and 18. to a 
traveller who aſk'd charity of me, and then 
rode to Staines-Common, where I robbed a 
tanner in Long-lane as he was coming over 
the Common of 1001. and upwards. I 
was then genteelly dreſſed in blue pluſh with 
plate buttons, and a jockeys cap, and rode 
off with eaſe. When got home I found I 
had made a fine prize, and laid out of my 
maſter's houſe every night. 

About this time there was a lottery, and 
I bought a ticket which coſt me 3 guineas, 
and after it was drawn a blank, I fold it to 
a particular friend of mine, with whom I 
had loſt many a pound at gaming; I fold 
him this ticket for 31. 78s. and told him 
that I ſhould have a letter ſent me when it 
was drawn, and I would ſend him an anſwer 
as ſoon as I received it; but as I knew it 
was drawn a blank before, and then I got a 
blank printed letter, and fill'd it up as if it 
had come from the lottery-office that night, 
and it acquainted him that it was drawn a 
blank that afternoon, when I well knew it 
to have been drawn four days before. 

Of this fraudulent tranſaction my maſter 
was informed, and he told me very ingenu- 
ouſly that he was fully convinced that I was 
a wicked young knave, and I ſhould abide 
no longer under his roof; ſo, by mutual 
agreement, he was ſo kind as to give me up 
my indenture, and diſcharge me from any 
further ſervice. | 

After this I went into the country to vilit 


my father; but I was not idle in my jour- 


ney, for I robb'd the Oxford ſtage · ach, a 
poſt-chaiſe, &c. and got 44 guineas, three 
watches, and ſome filver, and got ſafe off 
with my When I came to my fa- 
ther's houſe, he asked me the —y of 
my parting from my maſtery I told him 
ſeveral idle ſtories ; but at laſt a letter that 
my maſter ſent down to my father laid me 
out juſt as I deſerved; and painted me in 
my true colours. -- 1 2 
This letter acquainted my father, that 1 
went on in a very bad manner; that I lay 
out four nights in the week; that I kept a 
horſe of my own, and was ſuſpected of 
robbing on . the highway, &c. This ac- 
count of me diſtracted my poor father's 
mind, "and melted him into tears; and he 
told me he was determined that I ſhould 
tarry at home with him as long as he lived. 
I did not at all like this propoſal, ſo told 
him I was very willing to go to fea, which 
he approved of, and commended me for 
having that thought, as my abſence would 
make make me forget all my wicked com · 
ions. ö 9 72 
After I had been with my father three 
months, one of his acquaintance, a mid - 
ſhipman of a —— promiſed to be my 
friend: in a few days this gentleman ſet out 
from our town for London ; and I was fo 
artful to forge a letter, as if it came from 
the midſhipman to my father, to acquaint 
him that a good birth was procured for me; 
and I muft be in London the next: night 
without fail; I had put a counterfeit poſt- 
mark to the letter, and gave it to the poſt- 
man, as he was delivering out his letters in 
town, telling him: he muſt it to my 
father, and he would pay the poſtage: the 
man did ſo, without in the leaſt ſuſpecting 
any fraud. When I came home, my fa- 
ther preſented me the letter, and ſaid, Son, 
are you willing to go? I reply'd, Yes, dear 
father, by all means, and the ſooner the 
better. The old gentleman was overjoy d, 
and went — and took a-place for 
me 


me in the ſtage · coach, which was to ſet out 
early the next morning for London, ſaying 


I ſhould: not be diſappointed, as the gen- 


tleman was ſo earneſt to have me with him. 
The next morning I ſet out in the ſtage, 
after having taken leave of my dear father, 
who then gave me five guineas, and told 
me I ſhould want for nothing that was in 
his power to give me: at parting we both 
ſhed | tears 8 I muſt confeſs, 
that putting this trick upon my poor father, 
has given me a good deal of uneaſinels 
ſince I have been under my misfortunes. 
When I got to town I never troubled my- 


ſelf about my birth on board the man f 


war, but went to viſit my old haunts, and 
pay my reſpects to my old doxies in Covent- 
garden, among whom I ſpent all my money 
in two days and nights. I then apply'd to 
a gentleman for buſineſs, where I work'd 
about 18 months, and might have liv'd very 
comfortably; but my-ſtrong inclination to 
villany I could by no means get the better 
of : for then, almoſt every Sunday, I rode 
out and robb'd greatly about Maidenhead- 
thicket, on Hounſlow-heath near the pow- 
der-mills, on Wimbledon and Putney-com- 
mons, Epping - foreſt, Finchley- common, 
Bow, Stratford, and almoſt every part a- 
bout London. Tis impoſſible for me to 
ive the porticulars of all my robberies; 
t to the beſt of my belief and remem- 
brance, I am confident I have committed 
106, including that I die for. 
At laſt I ſcrap'd acquaintance with Dalton 
and Peters (the evidence) at a tavern in Ka- 
tharine-ſtreet in the Strand, and by keeping 
of their company I never went home to my 
Jodgings till three or four o'clock in the 
morning : one night we fell into diſcourſe 
about-riding, and the well managing of a 
horſe; on which both Dalton and Peters 
faid, they wiſh'd they were well mounted, 
and on Hounſlow-heath ; I ſmil'd, and ſaid 
I would take a ride with them with all my. 
heart; and in a ſhort time we all three a- 
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greed to take the road together, and ſwore 
fidelity to each other. | | 
However, I determined within myſelf to 
guard againſt my new companions, being 
tearful they ſhould betray me; and told em 
in plain Engliſh, that if either of them of- 
fered to impeach, if we ſnould be had be- 
fore a magiſtrate, I would blow his brain- 
pan open. My companions promiſed me 
they would be true and faithful, but woe- 
ful experience has taught me the contrary. 
I really believe that Peters and Dalton had 
been on the road before my acquaintance 
with them. 
The firſt robbery we committed was in 
Berkeley-ſquare, where we robbed a French 
gentlemen juſt come from ſome gaming- 
table in Covent- garden; I ſtopt the chair- 
men, who began to be reſolute, but we ſoon 
ſilenced them, and robb'd the gentleman of 
his gold watch, three guineas, and 68. 6d. 
in ſilver. and went home for that night: 
this was the Thurſday before Whitſon-ſun- 
day. | wh 

At this time both Dalton and Peters were 
out of place, tho' they then kept company 
with the ladies of Covent- garden; they 
preſs d me to go out with them every night, 
but I excuſed myſelf till the Sunday follow- 
ing, when we all ſet out for Epſom; and 
on our return in the evening, near Vaux- 
hall, as we came jogging along, I ſaid to 
Dalton, Tom, I hear the ſound of ſome 
* coaches before us, let's touch them.“ We 
then whipp'd up with all ſpeed, but before 
we overtook them, they had got beyond 
the Dog- and- Duck in St. George's- fields; 
we paſs d them, but I ſoon turn'd back, 
and immediately ſtopt the coach-and-four, 
with two ſervants behind; I went up to the 
coach-door, but I found they held it, and 
I told the footmen if they advanc'd an inch, 
or offered to do any thing, they were dead 
men; I perceived a gentleman getting our 
out at the other door of the coach, with 
his ſword drawn, on which I broke the 


glaſs 


muzzle into the coach, 
them dead if they did not ſurrender ; my 
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with the but · end of my piſtol, and put the 
reatning to ſhoot 


two companions then came up, and we 
robb'd the company of a metal watch, a 
a patch · box chas d with gold, a 36 8. piece, 
and 6s. 6 d. in ſilver. We then made the 
beſt of our way over London · bridge, and 
at the Swan tavern in Finch- lane, Cornhill, 
drank a bottle of wine, purpoſing to 
change our 36s. piece, but they refuſed to 
take it, it appearing to be a light one, and 
wanted 3 s. 6d. of weight. We then took 
coach, and was ſet down at the end of Exe- 
ter-ſtreet in the Strand, and went into every 
lewd houſe in that neighbourhood, thinking 
to get the piece changed, but it would not 
do, tho' we ſpent 41. 13's. in endeavour- 
ing to put it off. © 

Dalton left us, and Peters and I went to 
a night-houſe, and offered it again for 
change, and here we were ſtopt for putting 
off bad money; on this Peters began to 
whindle, and ſaid he ſhould be hang'd: 1 
told him if we kept our own counſel no one 
could hurt us, for I'll take the whole upon 
myſelf, and you may ſay you met me in 
Covent-garden, and we were going to 
drink together ; but this did not appeaſe 
Peters, for he ſeemed to be under a very 
great terror, but I was not in the leaſt con- 
cerned about the matter. 

We were had before juſtice Fielding, in 
order to be examined, and I told his worſhip 
that I had received a ſum of money out of 
the country from my father, and that this 
piece came among it; which ſtory paſt off 
very well at that time: but, on our ſecond 
examination, the juſtice call'd me aſide, and 
aſk'd me ſeveral queſtions ; but I was deter- 
mined to confel nothing, and gave his 
worſhip very ſhuffling and evaſive anſwers. 
I was then put out of the room, and Peters 
ordered in, and in a ſhort time after two 
men that were at the juſtice's took hold of 
my arms and led me into th: room again, 


where I was ſearched, and a pair of piſtols 
taken out of my breeches ; on which they 
inſtantly hand · cuff d me, and carried me 
to New · priſon. Hl 

Poor Dalton was ſoon taken, and I being 
ſent for from New-priſon, we were exa- 
mined, and, after a long examination, both 
committed to Newgate, and the Evidence 
Peters committed to Clerkenwell bridewell, 
in order to give his teſtimony againſt us on 
our trials, 

After lying in the diſmal priſon of New- 
gate from May to Auguſt, we were remoy'd 
by a writ of Habeas Corpus from thence to 
the New-goal in the borough of Southwark, 
to take our trials at Kingſton aſſizes, the 
robbery being committed in the county of 
Surry. $ 

On Thurſday, the 19th day of Auguſt 
we were, with forty * priſoners, car- 
ried in waggons to Kingſton priſon; and 
the next day in the evening we both took 
our trials, and were caſt for our lives, the 
evidence being, very full and plain againſt 
us. I had ſeveral gentlemen of reputation to 
ſpeak in my behalf, but the proof againſt 
me appearing ſo ſtrong, my character did 
me bur very little ſervice. 

On Tueſday, the 23d of Auguſt, Dalton 
and myſelf, with four other convicts, were 
brought to the bar to receive ſentence, of. 
death; but before the judge left the town, 
he was pleaſed to reprieve my companion, 
Thomas Dalton, and the four others (two 
of whom were Jews) and ordered me for 
execution. I am glad that poor Dalton had 
his life ſaved, and hope he will become a 
new man. 

P. S. I forgot to mention the robbery on 
the earl of Hume in Berkeley-ſquare, and 
ſeveral others that I committed thereabouts. 
It has, ſince my conviction, been reported 
that I have been twice try'd for the high- 
way, but this is falſe and groundleſs. 

James SMITH. 
Whilſt 


miſpent too much o 


189 


| Mbit I have been under ſentence of death 
in chis prifon of Kingſton, the Almighty 
has awakened me with a true ſenſe of my 
melancholly condition, glory be to his holy 
name for it. The worthy divine, who has 
been ſo good and charitable as to aſſiſt me 
with ſpiritual advice in theſe my laſt mo- 
ments, I cannot too ſufficiently thank ; if 
the prayers of a poor ſinner can avail any 
thing (and I truſt in God they will) that 
reverend gentleman has mine with a true 
ſincerity : may God Almighty reward him 
with a crown of glory in recompence for 
the pains he has taken to reclaim a poor 
miſerable ſinner. 
Some ner , people may imagine I 
my precious time that 
the law indulged me with to make a pre- 
paration for death, in writing an account of 


my robberies, &c. but I dare hope I have 


made a proper uſe of the few hours allotted 
me for a much better and ſolemn purpoſe, 
My ſentiments, regarding my Future State, 
are theſe: I believe in the Holy Trinity, 
and hope that God Almighty will pardon 
my fins through the merits and interceſſion 
of Our Lord and Saviour Jzsvs CHRIST. 
When we firſt come into the world, we 
learn both the hardineſs of 'a vicious heart, 
in that nothing can pierce it but affliction ; 
and alſo the Blindneſs and folly of men, 
who paſſionately deſire proſperity ; together 
with the great uſefulneſs of affliction: and 
from all thoſe, that it proceeds not from 
harſhneſs and ſeverity of God, that he 
ſends calamities upon the ſons of men ; but 
there is an illuſtrious inſtanceof his wiſdom, 
and of his goodneſs, fn thoſe providential 
diſpenſations, ſince this is the only way of 


recovering and making men both good and 


happy. ; 

I well let you know in ſomewhat particu- 
larly, what are the conſiderations that I en- 
tertain my thoughts upon in this my afflict- 
ed condition; and conſulting the right, and 
carrying along with me a juſt notion of the 


nature of the caſe, you ſhall find theſe redu- 
cible to a very few points. | 

I conſider what the condition was I am 
fallen from, and how happy I might have 
remained had it not been for my own folly ; 
how many hired ſervants of my tather have 
liberty and happineſs, and I to die upon a 
tree; I that am pinch'd with want now felt 
none in my father's houſe ; I was liberally 


maintained, honourably treated, wanted 


nothing but wiſdom to underſtand my own 
felicity, and in this condition I might have 
continued : for neither did my father's eſtate 
complain of the burden of my accommo- 
dations, nor was he ſtrait-handed, or abated 
any thing of his fatherly affections towards 
me: it was nothing but my own folly that 
ruined me. | 

I realiy deplore the ſad eſtate I am fallen 
into; when I ſet out from my father's 
houſe, in queſt of liberty, did Iever dream 
of becoming a ſlave, a dying malefactor: 
when I deſpiſed the liberal proviſions of his 
family, did I, or could I have thought I 
ſhould come to waat liberty, and to hang 
upon a tree? how ſad is the change! how 
ſevere is my fate! which I know no more 
how to bear than how to avoid : but that's 
not the worſt yet, for 1 plainly forſee what 
is like to be the iſſue of this. 

It is not only hanging upon a tree, but I 

riſh for want of mercy from the Almighty, 

have a proſpect of nothing but death be- 
fore me in the caſe J am in; I am loſt, un- 
done, undone in the moſt dreadful circum- 
ſtances; for I periſh, and i'ts with fins; and 
death makes its ſure approaches, and in the 
molt ghaſtly ſhape : 

Vivens videnſque pereo. 
I ſee and feel myſelf a dying. 

But yet I have a firm hope in God's mer- 
cies, if I be a true penitent, as I hope I am, 
(and God grant my hopes may be well 


grounded) that his glorious majeſty will in, 


the abundance of his mercy ſave my ſoul 


alive; ſure I was made in his image, and. 
placed 


to) 


laced under the eye of his providence 


was lord of the lower, and favourite of 


the upper world, as if one was made on 
purpale to exerciſe and divert me, and the 
other to receive and reward me. | 

I have a nature capable of immortality, 
and had eternal Life deſigned for me, as 


the inheritance of a ſon, and my task of 


obedience was as eaſy and honourable as 
my hopes were glorious. For I had no hard 
task laid upon me; nothing required of 
me but was proportionable to my powers, 
and agreeable to the reaſon of my mind; 
no reſtraint was laid = my paſſions, but 
ſuch as was evidently both 

world, and good for myſelf ; that it could 
not be drawn into an argument of harſhneſs 
and ſeverity in God, nor make apology for 
my tranſgreſſion. All my faculties were 
whole and entire; I was neither tempted by 
neceſſity, nor oppreſſed by any fate; I was 


therefore happy enough, but now I am mi- 


ſerable indeed! God Almighty give me 
ſtrength to bear this hard trial. 

It is no very rare thing to obſerve men 
diſſolve into tears, and weep as heartily over 
their old fins, as ancient friends do when 
there is a neceſſity of parting; and yer 
(like them) wiſh and hope to meet and en- 
joy each other again. Therefore as we ſee 
the formerly diſſolute, but relenting ſon, 


contents not himſelf with paſſionate ex- 


preſſions, or ineffective wiſhes, but reſolves 


upon action: I will ariſe and go to my de- 
votion, and will ſay unto the Almighty 
God, I have finned againſt Heaven, and 
before Thee. So a true penitent fitiner, 
that is in earneſt to ſave his ſoul, fits not 
down under a doſing melancholy, pleaſes 
not himſelf with wiſhing and complaining 
ſpends not his time in doubting and dif- 
puting, but puts himſelf forward upon the 
buſineſs. For (faith I) whilſt I fit ſtill time 
paſſes away ; lite runs out a-pace, and death 
and judgment are coming on; wherefore 


tome ſpeedy courſe muſt be taken, and there 


neceflary for the 


is that of — reformation. in which caſe, no 
deliberations ſhall hold me longer in ſuſ- 
pence ; no ſloth ſhall benumb me; nothing 
ſhall tempt me to delay any longer: I am 
reſolved I will make the experiment of be- 
coming a new man from an old ſinner: and 
upon theſe terms I will caſt e en 
God's mercy; and it I periſh, I periſtr! 
King ſton, Aug. 30, | | 
1756. 8 J. Surrm: 
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A LETTER from James Smith to 
Thomas Dalton (his companion) now a 
priſoner in the New Gaol in the borough 
of Southwark. | 


Dear Tom, * a 22 SOIT 24 
Am extremely glad and bighly pleaſed that 

1 you are reprieved, alibo I ſhall ſuffer for 
both of you, when we were equally guilty 
alike ;, therefore I put my Tru in the Ak 
mighty, and I hope be will receive my Soul; 
for ſince you have left me I have greatly en- 
deavoured to make myſelf @ Chriſtian fitting to 


: 


receive the dreadful Day, and 1 hope the glo- 


rious Day : Therefort, dear Tum, I humbly 
beg you will behave yourſelf as a Man, and 
prepare yourſelf as a Chriſtian, for your Time 
may be ſhorter than mine, as all of us are n- 
der Sentence of Death by the Almighty ; all 
the Difference is, that mine is limited by Matt. 
And I humbly beg you will confider wit bin 
your ſelf what you have offended God in, and 
your Country ; repent upon that Thought, and 
take the Advice of vn 
Your dying Friend, and 
humble Servant, | 
| James Smith. 
P.S. I faw Mr. Martin, the Blackſmith, 
and be told me that you had ſent me a Letter; 
but this is to let you know that I never re- 
received one, but beg you will let me know 
how you do. | 
C 2 The 


The following is the Anſwer of Thomas 
Dalton, to James Smith's Letter. 
0 


Dear James, 


Jam very proud to hear you are in ſuch 
a good Way of thinking, and I am very 
highly pleaſed with your Advice, and I 
hope if you ſhould die, it will be a joyful 
Day to you; and you know we muſt all 
- die one Day or another, ſo that I hope we 
ſhall meet in Paradice. I wrote to your 
Siſter yeſterday, and I had an Anſwer from 
her that ſhe would be with you to-day, and 
when ſhe comes I deſire you will not be put 
aſide from your Devotion with being led up 

with any Thoughts of a Reprieve ; and as 
vou think you have made your Peace with 
God, I hope you will continue it, and take 
the Advice of your ever-loving and fincere 
Friend till Death, 


P. S. I hope your Siſter and I ſhall be 
Friends as long as we both live, upon 


our Account. George Smith gives his 


ve to you, and all the Priſoners. 


A Second LE TT E R from James Smith 
| to Thomas Dalton. | 


Dear Tom, 
Have received yours with great Joy, and 


tere you ſeem to have Hopes that you ſhall. 


meet me in Paradiſe; but this is to inform you 
that you muſt not only hope, but you muſt do 
your utmoſt Endeavours for to prepare your ſelf 
for that Hope; for it is not only ſaying, I hope 
God will forgive me my Sins but you muſt put 
' your whole Truſt in the Almighty with a ſin- 
cere Heart, and entirely re/ign yourſelf to God, 
and if you have not the Sincerity, pray to Gd 
for to penetrate into your Heart a ſincere Mind; 
likewiſe pray to God Day and Night for Our 
Saviour to be your Guard, that you ſhould not 


Thomas Dalton. 


Ls 


L 20] 


be tempted by the Devil, nor his Works, and 

ay don't be buoyed up with the Pleaſures of 
this World, but endeavour for to enjoy the 
Pleaſures of Heaven; for God ſays, you miſt 
deſpiſe all the Pleaſures upon Earth, and pre- 
pare ourſelves for his Throne : Therefore, dear 
Tom, I humbly beg you will make @ Confeſſion 
to God of all your Sins, and look towards him 
with a ſtedfaſt and ſincere Heart; but if you 
do not, and flatter the Almighty, it is making 


bad worſe, and utterly deſiroying your poor | 


Soul, and then there is no Redemption for it. 
Dear Tom, I beg you will think of what you 
have gone through, and if you bade not the 
Senſe to know, pray to God to endue you with 
that Knowledge, and then repent with a ſincere 
Heart: So I beg that you, and all Youth in 
general, will follow this my Advice, and take 
Warning by my unhappy Fate. 


From your dying Friend, and 
true Companion, | 


f James Smith, 

King ſton, Sept. 8, 1756. | 

P. S. Pray give my Love to George Smith, 
and all the Priſoners, and dgſire them for 


to mend their Lives. My Love 1 Mr. 
Fowler, Mr. French, and all the Debtors. 


— — 


The following LETTER James Smith 
received from a Gentleman a (Methodiſt 
Teacher) who uſed frequently to read 
prayers and exhortations to the priſoners 
in the New gaol, Southwark, when 
James Smith was confined there. 


Mr. Smith, 


1 the Letter you ſent Mr. Dalton, 
and was glad to hear you had a Deſire 
for the Salvation of your Soul, I ſee no- 


$ 
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our Behaviour when the Word was preach'd 
n the New-Goal, I was afraid your Heart 
was hardened againſt God, and the Things 
that made for your Peace; but I find God, 
who is rich in Mercy, hath not as yet given 
you over to a reprobate Mind according to 
your Deſerts, but is ſtill crying, why will 
ye die, even to your Soul; this, indeed, 
is a Wonder of Grace, eſpecially ſince the 
God that is thus working with you is him 
that ſaw you in all your Evils, even in thoſe 
ſecret Sins that you little thought any ſaw, 
yea thole Sins that paſſed in your Heart that 
never was brought to Action (you remem- 
ber ſome of them now you are reading, I 
doubt not) thefe, yea all thoſe are filed 
againſt you in the Book of God, and muſt 
condemn you in that Day, for thus faith 
his Word, Curfed is every one that con- 
tinueth not in all things to fulfill the Law. 
Now, my Friend, how wilt thou eſcape the 
Damnation of Hell if thou fee thyſelf thus 
laid open before God with all thy Sins, and 
ſee thyſelf condemned juſtly thereby; there 
is a Way found out whereby thou, even 
thou, the chiefeſt of Sinners, may be ſaved ; 
for there is Help laid upon one that is 
mighty to fave, even Jeſus, who ſhall ſave 
his People from the Guilt and Power of 
their Sins, and thou mayeſt be one of them 
that he doth ſave here from Sin, and here- 
after from the Conſequence of Sin, from 
eternal Puniſhment, into the glorious Li- 
berty of the Son of God, to baſk in the 
bright Beam of his Glory for ever. Now 
if you behold no Way to eſcape becauſe you 
have broke the righteous Law of God, and 
thereby have incurred his Wrath, and ex- 
pect it to be revealed, Jeſus Chriſt hath 
fulfilled the Law, and by his Death hath 
ſatisfied his Father's Juſtice, and is now 
ſeated in Glory to juſtify all thoſe that come 
believing in him, or depending on his ful- 
filling the Law and ſatisfying Juſtice for 
them, ſuch cannot be condemned, for thus 


"thing is impoſſible with God. When I ſaw 


faith the Word, there is no Condembation 
for them that be in Chriſt Jeſus, ot depend 
or truſt ip his Merit alone for their Sal- 
vation; ſo that you may now ſee what you 
could not do (being full of Sin and Guile) 
to fulfill a righteous Law that Chrift hath 
done for, and by his Death appeaſed divine 
Juſtice for you, if you rely oe that juſti- 
fieth you who are ungodly, who never 
could have appealed it; ſo that you ſee if 
you had any Works (which you have not) 
this could be no Part of your Acceptance 
with God; the Whole is wrought out by 
Chriſt ; and whoſoever believeth in him is 
paſſed from Death unto Life; now if the 
Spirit of Chriſt begin to work in you its 
firſt Fruits, which is to convince you of 
Sin, to diſcover to you the miſerable- State 
Sin hath brought you to in offending, your 
God, thank God for this, and reſt not 
crying to him that is mighty to fave till 
that ſame Spirit hath convinced you of 
Righteouſneſs, that you have Redemption 
in his Blood, the Forgiveneſs of your Sins, 
then will you be enabled to rejoice even in 
Death, then will you be able to teſtify to 
all about you. that you are paſſed from 
Death unto Life, and that when he who is 

your Life ſhall appear, you ſhall ap 
with him in Glory: This is purchaſed for. 
ou, this Liberty, and if you find it not 
fore you go hence, it would be better you 
never had been born; therefore employ . 
your few Minutes in ſearch for it, and thou 
ſhalt ſee the Salvation of our God before 
thou go hence, and triumph therein; ex- 
pect it every Moment, for he that ſeeketh 

findeth, God grant it may be thy Lot. 
| Henry Dekar. 
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Tie Day of EXECUTION. 


EF O RE fix in the morning he was 
D fervently at prayers in the condemn'd 
room, 
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"with great peniten 
When the reverend divine left hich, he 18. 
commended him to the were of 6a” Al- 
8150 About twelve o'tlock he was car: 
a to the place of exgctition ; and about 
ten minutes Riter one he was turn'd off, he 
himſelf giving the order to the executioner 
to do his office. His corpſe was taken care 
of by an Undertaker, an mg e interred 
9 in Kingfton chu urth-yard. 
e went to executian with a paper in his 
hat, on which there was the following ing writ- 
ten lines,” | 
2 Nur e rex terrorem. 5 
ch is the king af terrors. 
ors eſt terabilee. 
' "Death is a terrible thing. .. 
05 that T ſhould die, and my 2 
not. But i 
Ommium revum viciſfitudo. ' 
All things will change in time. 
The captain, James Smith, goes firſt, and 
And oo 1 will follow e 


e 
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* pan Words of Joux Lavpes, 805 


tube was executed at Pennenden- heath, near 
| Maidſtone in Kent, for Murder. 


"th 


ell to the fatiafaftion.of my ſur 
ol, n how am I fallen ale 
9 ſee me RAG here as a dying 1 malefactor, 
ed dae murde 1 had no intent to kill 
this poor lad when we ſet out from Dart- 
ford, I was much intoxicated, and muſt 
confeſs that my violent and exceſſive 
ons have hurried me on to my eſtruQion, 
ut, thank Almighty God, T am not yer 
deſtroy'd, for I have a confirmed hope that 
I ſhall ſee His glorious face in a very few 
minutes. — 8 my crime is unpardonable, 
I am content to ſuffer, to expiate ſor my 
bloody deed, and ſatisfy the juſtice of my 
coun 

. You ſee, Gentlemen, that Iam taken off 
in the bloom of my youth : — I am fully 
Loaf that I deſerve it; and my being in 

al, at the time of the commiſſion of this 
I confeſs, is a great aggravation of 
of my crime. 

Now, Gentlemen, notice the words of a 
dying murderer. — Live regular, and gen: 
tleman-like, becoming the honourable 
ces you hold under his preſent moſt gra- 
cious Majeſty: refrain from drunkenneſs 
and quarrels ; and, I tell you particularly, 
+ herding with baſe, women, — We all know 
the ſoldiery are too much addicted to this 
vice. Pray God grant there may be a 
fpeedy amendment, for the ſake of their 


own healths, and the honour of their king 


and country. 
Gentlemen, I tan ſay no more. God 


Almighty bleſs you all, and I earneſtly beg 


your prayers for my departing ſoul. * 


\ GanTLEMEN, 


1 Expected to ſee ſome gentlemen of the 
ribl 


army at this place, to behold this ter- 

e ſcene, and therefore I ſhall ſay ſome- 
thing, in a fewwords. You ſee me here 
under the rod of affliction for all the paſt 


errors of my life. I was a ſoldier, and 


At theſe laſt words abundance of the 
ſpectators wept plentifully. He gave his 
gold watch to a clergyman of the church of 
Scotland, who aſſiſted him in his preparati- 
on for death. And to the executioner he 
gave five guineas. His body was deliver'd 
to the ſurgeons, to be anatomis'd and diſ- 


ſeed, purſuant to act * Pens, 


Wh be . 
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